
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.2962[1] Definitions; unauthorized receipt of cable or satellite television service; action to
enjoin; damages; actual damages not required; separate causes of action.
Sec. 2962. (1) As used in this section:
(a) "Cable or satellite system equipment" means any cables, converters, decoders, descramblers, devices,

instruments, or other equipment owned by a cable or satellite television provider and used in a cable or
satellite television system, including devices leased from the cable or satellite television provider by a
subscriber for use in receiving cable or satellite television service.

(b) "Cable or satellite television provider" means a person or persons who provide cable or satellite
television service over a cable or satellite television system.

(c) "Cable or satellite television service" means the transmission of video programming over a cable or
satellite television system.

(d) "Cable or satellite television system" means a facility, consisting of a set of closed transmission paths
and associated signal generation, reception, and control cable or satellite system equipment that is designed to
provide cable or satellite television service.

(e) "Unauthorized connection" means any physical, electrical, mechanical, acoustical, or other connection
to a cable or satellite television system, without the specific authority of the cable or satellite television
provider. An unauthorized connection does not include any of the following:

(i) An internal connection made by a person within his or her residence for the purpose of receiving
authorized cable or satellite television service.

(ii) The physical connection of a cable or other device by a person located within his or her residence
which was initially placed there by the cable or satellite television service provider.

(iii) The physical connection of a cable or other device by a person located within his or her residence
which the person had reason to believe was an authorized connection.

(f) "Unauthorized device" means any instrument, apparatus, circuit board, equipment, or device designed
or adapted for use to fraudulently avoid the lawful charge for any cable or satellite television service.

(g) "Unauthorized receipt of cable or satellite television service" means the interception or receipt by any
means of cable or satellite television service over a cable or satellite television system without the specific
authorization of the cable or satellite television provider.

(2) A cable or satellite television provider may bring an action to enjoin a person from the unauthorized
receipt of cable or satellite television service, using an unauthorized device, making an unauthorized
connection, or committing an act that would be in violation of section 540c of the Michigan penal code, Act
No. 328 of the Public Acts of 1931, being section 750.540c of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and may seek 1
or more of the following damages:

(a) Actual damages.
(b) Exemplary damages of not more than $1,000.00 or, if the person's acts were for direct or indirect

commercial advantage or financial gain, exemplary damages of not more than $50,000.00.
(c) Reasonable attorney fees and costs.
(3) It is not a necessary prerequisite to bring an action under this section that the cable or satellite

television provider have suffered actual damages.
(4) An action under this section is in addition to any other penalties or remedies provided by law.
(5) Each act prohibited by this section is a separate cause of action.
History: Add. 1996, Act 558, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Compiler's note: Section 2962, as added by Act 558 of 1996, was compiled as MCL 600.2962[1] to distinguish it from another
section 2962, deriving from Act 249 of 1995 and pertaining to malpractice action against certified public accountant.
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